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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 
Listing Of thy Claim*? 

1. (Currently amended) A vehicle having a support structure for a spare tire 
comprising: 

a shell attached to the vehicle, the shell including first and second end portions and a 
bottom portion extending at least partially between the first and second end portions, the shell 
at least partially defining a spare tire storage chamber and including an opening providing 
access to the storage chamber, the opening being adjacent to the first end portion; 

a support member internally contained within the vehicle and adapted to support a 
spare tire, the support member being slidably positioned above the bottom portion and 
movable back and forth along a movement path from a first position in which the Support 
member is substantially disposed within the shell and a second position in which the support 
member is at least partially disposed outside the shell, the support member including a lower 
interface surface for directly contacting an upper interface surface of the bottom portion of 
the shell in sliding engagement as the support member is moved along the movement path; 
and 

a retention member fixedly attached to the shell, the retention member interfacing a 
side section of the support member and configured to permit permitting sliding movement of 
the support member along the movement path with respect to the shell, and being operative to 
limit movement of the support member with respect to the shell in at least one direction 
substantially perpendicular to the movement path. 

2. (Original) The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the second end portion has an arcuate 
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configuration corresponding to the curvature of the outer circumference of a spare tire. 

3. (Original) The vehicle of claim 1 further comprising a stopper configured to 
engage the support member, the stopper being disposed adjacent to the second end portion. 

4. (Currently amended) A vehicle having a support structure for a spare tire 
cpmprigjng: of oloim 1 

4 shell attached to the vehicle, the shell including first and second end portions and a 
bottom portion extending at least partially betwee n the first and second end portions, the shell 
at least PWtiaHv defining a spare tire storage chamber and includin g an opening nroviding 
jjgggss to the Storage chamber, the opening being adjace nt to the first end portion: 

* support member adapted to support a spare tire, th e support m emSer frttiflMy 
POTifaned abpve the bottom portion and movable back and fo rth along a movement path 
from a first PQgUion in which the support member is substantially disposed within the shell 
aftd a SWffld Pos ition in which the support member is at least p artially disposed outside the 
shell, the support member including a lower interface surface for directly contacting an upp er 
interface surface of the bottom portion of the shell in sliding engagement as the support 
member is moved along the movem ent oath: and 

a retention member fixedly attached to the sh ell, the retention member permitting 
Riding movement of the support member alone the movement path with respect to the shell. 
mi being operative to limit movement of the support me mber with respect to the shell in at 
least one direction substantially perpendicular to the mo vement path. 

wherein one of the bottom portion and the support member includes an outwardly 
projecting protrusion and the other of the bottom portion and the support member includes a 
complimentary inwardly extending recess adapted to receive the protrusion. 

5. (Original) The vehicle of claim 4 wherein the bottom portion includes an 
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upwardly extending protrusion and the lower interface surface of the support member 
includes a groove configured to engage the protrusion. 

6. (Original) The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the support member comprises an outer 
edge extending outwardly and generally perpendicularly from the movement path, 

7. (Original) The vehicle of claim 6 wherein the outer edge is configured to interface 
with the retention member. 

8. (Original) The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the retention member is integral with 
the shell. 

9. (Original) The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the retention member includes a 
rotating member. 

10. (Original) The vehicle of claim 9 wherein the rotating member includes a wheel. 

1 1 . (Original) The vehicle of claim 1 farther including at least one additional 
retention member. 

12. (Original) The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the vehicle is a pickup truck. 

13. (Original) The vehicle of claim 12 wherein the support structure is attached to a 
bed of the pickup truck. 

14. (Original) The vehicle of claim 1 further including at least one side portion 
extending at least partially between the first and second end portions of the shell. 

, 15. (Currently amended) A vehicle having a support structure for a spare tire 
comprising: 

a shell attached to the vehicle, the shell including first and second end portions and a 
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bottom portion extending at least partially between the first and second end portions, the shell 
at least partially defining a spare tire storage chamber and including an opening providing 
access to the storage chamber, the opening being adjacent to the first end portion; 

a support member internally contained within the vehicle and adapted to support a 
spare tire, the support member being slidably positioned above the bottom portion and 
movable back and forth along a movement path from a first position in which the support 
member is substantially disposed within the shell and a second position in which the support 
member is at least partially disposed outside the shell, the support member including a lower 
interface surface for directly contacting an upper interface surface of the bottom portion of 
the shell in sliding engagement as the support member is moved along the movement path; 
and 

the support member and the shell having a cooperative locking configuration for 
substantially inhibiting sliding movement of the support member relative to the shell along 
the movement path when the support member is s e lectively positioned relative to th e oholl at 
the; frgt position, wherein a portion of the cooperative l oc king configuration provided bv the 
support member is further configured for substantially ^hih jting sliding movement of the 
support member relative to the shell along the movement path when the support member is at 
ftj^gepor^ppsiitipil- 

16. (Original) The vehicle of claim 15 wherein the cooperative locking configuration 
comprises a complementary geometry. 

17. (Original) The vehicle of claim 16 wherein the complementary geometry 
includes a flange and a recessed region. 

18. (Original) The vehicle of claim 17 wherein the bottom portion of the shell 
includes the recessed region. 
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19. (Original) The vehicle of claim 17 wherein the shell includes a plurality of 
recessed regions. 

20. (Original) The vehicle of claim 15 wherein the cooperative locking configuration 
comprises at least one of a flange, a clip, and a hook. 

21. (Original) The vehicle of claim 15 wherein the cooperative locking configuration 
comprises an aligned arrangement 

22. (Original) The vehicle of claim 21 wherein the aligned arrangement includes 
apertures adapted to receive a locking member to inhibit sliding movement of the support 
member relative to the shell. 

23. (Original) The vehicle of claim 22 wherein the locking member comprises at 
least one of a pin and a rod. 

24. (Original) The vehicle of claim 15 wherein the vehicle is a pickup truck. 

25. (Original) The vehicle of claim 24 wherein the support structure is attached to a 
bed of the pickup truck. 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (New) The vehicle of claim 15 wherein the vehicle further comprises a retention 
member fixedly attached to the shell, the retention member configured to selectively interface 
a side portion of die support member and to permit sliding movement of the support member 
along the movement path with respect to the shell, and being operative to limit movement of 
the support member with respect to the shell in at least one direction substantially 
perpendicular to the movement path. 
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